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Senegal has a long 
history of being one of 
the fashion hubs of 
Africa. With its dazzling 
bou bou dresses and 
flowing kaftans, 
Senegal is really a 
nation that prides itself 
in its fashion culture.   

	

	

	
In Senegal, boubou 
is a wide, light 
garment in Wax or 
Bazin, which is the 
typical traditional 
dress of the 
Senegalese.	

	

	

	
 
As has its African 
neighbors, Senegal 
has chosen boubou 
as its traditional 
clothing. 	

	
This large, light 
and pleasant to 
wear clothing is a 
prerogative in the 
Senegalese 
tradition. 
The word boubou 
comes from the 
word Wolof 
“mbubb”, it is a 
garment that is 
worn in the life of 
every day and at 
festivals and great 
occasions. It slips 
through the head 
and reveals the 
social position. 

	

	
Moussor 

	
	
From the way the wrap 
is styled, and colors 
used a head wrap can 
tell us whether a woman 
is engaged, married, 
widowed, young or old. 	

	
	

	

	
	

	
	

	
Campers will use 
Senegal and the 
traditional clothing 
as inspiration for 
their designs in this 
session. 
 
They will learn 
basic hand stitches, 
embroidery and 
sewing machine 
usage. 
	
	
	
	

	

 
Modern versions of 
African mud cloth 
involve dying the 
cloth with a 
different type of 
tree leaf solution, 
then painting over 
it with black and 
white designs. 

	

 
In Senegal beads are an 
important part of 
everyday life, just like all 
over Africa. By using 
stringed beads 
encircling the head, 
neck, arms, wrists, legs 
and ankles you tie up, 
protect and enclose 
unseen forces that make 
up inner, spiritual 
essence of persons and 
things. 
 

 
 

	

	
The history of waist 
beads dates to 
antiquity. Many believe 
that the history begins 
in ancient Egypt where 
they were called 
“girdles” and were 
worn by women as a 
status symbol.	

	
Campers need: 
 
Scissors 
Thimble 
Needles 
Tape measure 
18” clear ruler 
Seam ripper 
Pins 
Supply case 
Please label all 
items. 
 
All other supplies 
will be provided by 
Style Studio and the 
South Mountain 
YMCA. 
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